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Into the I of the Storm;                                              
Information Resources Undergo a Sea Change
GOVERNMENT
Federal:
• IMLS - Institute of Museums and Library Services
• NSF – National Science Foundation
• DOE - Department of Education
• NLM - National Library of Medicine
• NHPRC - National Historical Publications & Records Commission
State, Provinces, Territories:
• State Libraries
LSTA – Library Services & Technology Act (from IMLS)
• University Centers and Programs
Local:
• Estuary Programs
• Regional Planning Councils
Some government agencies will issue a Request for Proposals (RFP)
PRIVATE
• Foundations and Nonprofits
• Corporations
• Clubs and Organizations
• Professional and Trade Associations
FOUNDATIONS
• Frequently support specific ideals that inspired 
the creation of the foundation.
• Frequently provide funding in specific 
geographic areas.
• Local Community Foundations are created to 
distribute funds from different funders in that 
community (small foundations, businesses, 
corporations, individuals etc.).
CORPORATIONS
• Generally looking to establish their name 
within a community.
• Frequently provide funding in geographic 
areas where they are located or provide 
service.
Clubs and Organizations
• Rotary, Elks, Kiwanis, Jr League
• Support local programs and projects
-Usually for members to carry out their mission.
Professional Associations
Canadian Library Association, Research & Development Grants: $1,000
•to support theoretical and applied research in the field of library and 
information services.
•to encourage and support research undertaken by practitioners in the field 
of library and information services.
•to promote research in the field of library and information services by 
and/or about Canadians.
-Federal Register
http://www.gpoaccess.gov/fr/index.html
Official pub of US federal agency information: rules, notices, exec orders
-Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance (covers all federal programs)
https://www.cfda.gov
Project grants 
Academic Exchange Programs (U.S. Dept of State Bur of Educ & Cultural Affairs)
Conservation Project Support (IMLS)
Museums for America (IMLS)
-Grants.gov
http://www.grants.gov
Access to over 900 grant programs offered by 26 federal grant agencies.
WEB SITES
-Institute of Museum and Library Services, IMLS  
http://www.imls.gov
Supports all types of libraries: Conservation, digitization, collections management, 
traveling displays, prof development, leadership, and time-limited grants e.g. 
Save America’s Treasures.
-LSTA: Library Services and Technology Act
Florida: http://dlis.dos.state.fl.us/bld/grants/Lsta/LSTA.html
Check your state library website.
It is a state-based program with a broad mandate to use technology to bring info to 
people in innovative and effective ways, and to assure that library service is 
accessible to all.
-National Library of Medicine, NLM
http://www.nlm.nih.gov/grants.html
Grants and Fellowships to orgs and individuals.
Research, career development and training, outreach initiatives to improve access 
to info, fellowship programs at NLM, and NIH  (National Institute of Health ) 
programs.
-Humanities Councils
http://www.neh.gov/whoweare/statecouncils.html
-For community organizations to implement small scale public humanities 
programs. $2,000.
-For small community organizations to host a traveling Smithsonian Institution 
exhibit and develop complimentary public programming. $10,000.
-Nonprofit organizations can apply for up to $500 to help underwrite the costs of 
sponsoring a speaker at a free, public event.
-National Endowment for the Humanities
http://www.neh.gov/
Dedicated to supporting research, education, preservation, and public programs 
in the humanities. Grants for program development, bridging cultures, digitization, 
collaborative projects, cultural heritage collections, education, training etc.
-Department of Education (DOE)
http://www2.ed.gov/fund/landing.jhtml
Strengthen teaching and learning.
Supports innovation and improvement, research and development, statistics, and 
assessment.
-National Historical Publications and Records Commission NHPRC
http://www.archives.gov/nhprc/
Outreach arm of the National Archives and Records Administration.
To promote the preservation, use, and publication of historical documents.
-National Science Foundation
http://www.nsf.gov/
To promote the progress of science; to advance the national health, 
prosperity, and welfare etc.  Supports all fields of fundamental science and 
engineering.
Cyberinfrastructure, Computer and information science, Science and 
technology centers, Ethics education in science and engineering, 
Environmental research and education, etc. 
-USDA’S Notice of Funding Availability
http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/RD_Grants.html
http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/rd_nofas.html
To advance knowledge on agriculture, aquaculture, environment and human 
health.
Print and E Publications
Foundation 1000 – profiles grant maker contact info.
Foundation Directory – nation’s top 10,000 foundations.
Foundation Reporter – top 1,000 private foundations  
($10 mil in assets).
Guide to US Foundations, their Trustees, Officers, and 
Donors.
Foundation Grants Index – Info on top 1,000 recently 
awarded grants from corps and comm. Foundations.
Grant$ for Libraries and Information Services.
Grant$ for Information Technology.
National Guide to Funding for Libraries and Information Services.
Gerding, S.K. and P.H. MacKellar.  2006.
Grants for Libraries: a How-to-do-it Manual for Librarians.
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Newsgroups, Listservs and                          
Bulletin Boards
• Research Administrators Discussion Group
• GRANTS List
• National Science Foundation Grants Bulletin 
Board
• Public Programs Office Discussion List
HELPFUL  HINTS
• READ and follow all the instructions.
• Is the project sustainable?
• Collaborations are encouraged.
• Investigate the need for a match                                      
(1:1, 30%, non-Federal match etc.).
• Is your Budget clear, reasonable and correct?
•Obtain all required signatures.
•Compile all attachments.
•Answer all the questions.
•Complete all sections.  
•DO NOT go over the number of pages requested.
•Meet all deadlines!  If you have to - drink lots of coffee and eat lots 
of donuts!
•Submit as requested: 
Online (i.e. grants.gov)
PDF or Word 
Print with specific number of copies
•Do not use Jargon.
•Seek out colleagues with research writing 
experience to proofread your proposal.
•Your Development/Grants Office or university Office 
of Research/Sponsored Programs can help 
navigate the bureaucracy and assist with 
forms.
•Objectives, Goals and Outcomes sound similar, writing them can be 
challenging.
•Are Objectives clear, measurable and tied to goal achievements?
•How will you measure project/program success?
-Outcome Measurement:
United Way of America's Outcome Measurement Resource 
Network
Provides many links to papers and web sites related to outcome 
measures and program evaluation. The site includes excerpts from 
United Way's manual "Measuring Program Outcomes: A Practical 
Approach.“
http://liveunited.org/
If Grant FUNDED:
Read the contract carefully to identify conditional requirements 
(timeline, reports, presentations, etc.). 
If Grant NOT FUNDED: 
Ask for the reviewer comments 
Update your grant
Re-submit the following grant cycle
GOOD LUCK !!
NSF Grants
grant proposal guide

What’s new… 
Data Management Plan
•All proposals must describe plans for data 
management and sharing of the products of 
research, or assert the absence of the need for 
such plans. 
•The Data Management Plan will be reviewed 
as part of the intellectual merit or broader 
impacts of the proposal, or both, as 
appropriate.
http://www.nsf.gov
1. the types of data, samples, physical collections, software, 
curriculum materials, and other materials to be produced in the 
course of the project;
2. the standards to be used for data and metadata format and 
content (where existing standards are absent or deemed 
inadequate, this should be documented along with any proposed 
solutions or remedies);
3. policies for access and sharing including provisions for 
appropriate protection of privacy, confidentiality, security, 
intellectual property, or other rights or requirements;
4. policies and provisions for re-use, re-distribution, and the 
production of derivatives; and
5. plans for archiving data, samples, and other research products, 
and for preservation of access to them.      http://www.nsf.gov
other hints they don’t tell you…
• Open source, although loosely defined
• Open access, although loosely defined
• Get excited about first time PI applicants 
